Active implanted cardiac devices and magnetic resonance: results of a survey among cardiologists of Piedmont.
The recent introduction of Magnetic Resonance-conditional implantable cardiac device has abolished the previous absolute or relative contraindications to magnetic resonance scan also in patients implanted with such devices. The present survey aimed at investigating the level of knowledge of terms and conditions for a well-tolerated use of Magnetic Resonance-conditional devices prior, during and after magnetic resonance scan among cardiologists in Piedmont (Italy). A questionnaire consisting of 32 questions was distributed to 256 cardiologists and 73 responded to the survey. The interviewed considered loop recorders (18%), pacemakers (13%), implantable cardiac defibrillators (23%), and joint prostheses (20%) as an absolute contraindication to magnetic resonance. For pacemakers and implantable cardiac defibrillators, 87-77% of the respondents respectively indicated that the specific type of device may allow magnetic resonance, regardless the type of device. Ninety-three percent of the cardiologists did not perfectly recognize the meaning of the term 'Magnetic Resonance-conditional.' Half of respondents did not recognize the preliminary check to be performed on implanted electronic device before Magnetic Resonance. About 35% of the cardiologists replied that a magnetic resonance could not be prescribed in patients with implanted electronic devices because of a specific prohibition by Italian law. The results of the present survey highlight the need to fill knowledge gaps among cardiology specialists on this topic.